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Do you feel there is something  

missing from the Family Newsletter?  

Please send comments & ideas for 

articles to  akarnish 

@spectrumcommunityservices.org   

January 21, 2012 Local Floor Hockey Competition 

February 1, 2012 PA Deadline for 2012 Scarf Project 

Late February Athletic Training begins-check the website closer 
to date for further details 

April 1, 2012 Eastern Bowling Sectionals in Allentown 

May 5, 2012 Eastern Spring Sectionals at Kutztown University  

 In order to ensure the safety of all of our athletes, it is ex-

tremely important that we have the most current up to date medical 

information on file at all times.    This means that if athletes have 

medication changes or changes in their health status, their SOPA re-

cord needs to be updated.   Please remember to  update this informa-

tion with the Athlete Coordinator, Sharon Bonser at  sbon-

ser@spectrumcommunityservices.org. 

 Please remember too that updated 

physicals still need to be signed by a doctor not a 

physicianõs assistant.   

Unified Sports 

            Sports is language that can unite all peopleñall cultures, all 

races and all abilities.      Unified Sports brings together people with 

intellectual disabilities (athletes) and people without intellectual dis-

abilities (partners) on the same team. 

 This is the first year unified sports are being offered by Car-

bon County Special Olympics,    There are currently 3 unified bowling 

teams training together.  Both athletes and partners are having a great 

time and making new friends!!!!!                                                        

2012 Scarf Project 

      Many thanks for all  fellow knitters & crocheters for helping 

to make the 2012 Scarf Project a Success.    Athlete Mary Hallissey & 

her mother Carol from Nesquehoning along with 

Carol Connely of  Tamaqua made some scarves.. 

The Ladies of Palmerton Library Knitting Club also 

participated again this year.  Athletes at the Win-

ter Games will wear them with pride!       

 Christine Rodrigues, Assistant Manager; Debbie Cook, Da-

tabase Coordinator; Jacki Williamson, Treasurer and Maureen 

Foster, Manager attended the two day Leadership Conference, 

Building Our Future Together, held in Harrisburg the first week-

end in December.   It was an opportunity to meet many athlete 

leaders, volunteers, and management team members from across 

the state in addition to the Special Olympics PA staff.    Sessions 

attended were; shared fundraising, succession planning, public 

relations, sports connection, centralized accounting, etc.    The 

highlight of the conference was discovering the similarities in our 

visions for the future of Special Olympics. 

Inclement  Weather 

           Not sure if practice has been cancelled? During our training 

season, please check our website at 

www.specialolympicscarboncounty.com.  Postponements and cancel-

lations will be posted as soon as a decision has been made.   Scroll 

down on the right side of the homepage and look under 

the announcement section.     

SOPA Benefits  Athlete 

      Athletes who participate in Special Olympics benefit in many 

different ways that include: 

Gaining self ðconfidence and self-esteem 

Experience friendships on and off the field 

Are perceived as competent by families, coaches and event 

spectators 

Receive much needed health screenings 

Are more physically  active even outside Special Olympic ac-

tivities 

Are more likely to hold jobs in the community 

Are more likely to socialize with non-disabled peers 

May 19, 2012 Local Athletic Competition 

June 7-9, 2012 State Summer  Games 

August 19, 2012  Annual Family Picnic-Mauch Chunk Lake Park 
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GOING FOR THE GOLD 

     Carbon County Athlete Dale Lloyd was asked to  serve as  an Athlete 
Evaluator  during the 2011 Fall Festival Frenzy held at Villanova University 
November 4-сΣ нлммΦ    ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛǎ {ht!Ωǎ нƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜπ
tition and is attended by approximately 1,325 athletes representing 30 
counties.        Many different sports are part of these games including bocce, 
long distance running/walking, powerlifting, roller skating, soccer and vol-
leyball.     Dale was accompanied to these games by John Karnish.    Dale 
and  John  spent most of their time evaluating soccer, but they also had a 
chance to evaluate a little powerlifting.      Both Dale and John enjoyed the 
whole experience and were impressed with the spirit of camaraderie  at the 
games.  They got to stay in a hotel and said all the food was great   Dale 
hopes that  Carbon County Special Olympics can look at offering powerlift-
ing.   John liked the 5 on 5 soccer.      
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Athlete Evaluator at Villanova  

 After 4 years , we bid farewell to Joan Kostro who served as our Secretary/Treasurer.  Joan 

was not only responsible for meeting minutes, correspondence and finances, she also organized the 

Annual Horse Show.   She will be missed. 

 Please welcome Jacki Williamson, Amyõs mother, who joined the Management Team as 

Treasurer.  We are still looking for a Secretary,    The main responsibility is attending monthly meet-

ings held the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm, taking, transcribing & distributing minutes,  If you 

know anyone who is interested, please have them contact Maureen Foster at mfoster@psea.org or 

570-401-1430.    

Visit us at www.specialolympicscarboncounty.com and on Facebook 

 Farewell to Joan Kostro & Welcome Jacki Williamson 

The Carbon County Special Olympics Newsletter 

Coming Soon!!!! 

 Special Olympics of  Carbon County will be running a Pilot Basketball training program for 

adult athletes (age 15 and up).    This pilot program will begin in March of 2012 at a date, location 

and time TBD.      Information collected from this Pilot Program will allow the 

management team to assess and expand the Basketball Program for the 2013 

Season.   Any adult athlete interested in participating in the Pilot Basketball 

Training Program should contact Coach Chris Anthony at canthony@ptd.net or 

(610) 826-5810 as soon as possible. 

        Birthdays 

 January  

1 Chrs Schwiebinz 

2 Vinny Klager 

11 Seth Scheckler 

18 Wayne Branch 

19 Carl Klager 

27 Shaynaie Acker 

28 Margaret Ruscavage 

 February  

4 Mary Hallissey 

4 Chris Kerzmann 

5 Stephan Koller 

9 Dale Lloyd 

13 Carl Hoffman 

28 Katie Grohotolski 

 March 

1 

2 

8 

22 

22 

25 

Alfred Henry 

Tina Mazziotta 

Megan Cox 

Josh Brown 

Jaden Fontana 

Tracy Kneas 


